American Citizen Services Unit
U.S. Embassy Santo Domingo

Warden Message
TO: American Citizens and Consular Wardens
FROM: ACS Unit
DATE: February 26, 2010

SUBJECT: Occasional violence directed at vehicular traffic traveling to and from Haiti

The U.S. Embassy is transmitting the following Warden Message to
alert Americans to occasional violence directed at wvehicular
traffic traveling to and from Haiti.

U.S. Citizens travelling to and from Haiti through the Dominican
Republic have reported incidents of violence near the Haitian
border on route 44 Dbetween Barahona and Jaguimeyes. Reports
indicate that a group of persons attired in paramilitary clothing
placed tires in the middle of the road and set them on fire to
form a makeshift blockade, forcing passing vehicles to slow down
or stop. Armed gunmen fired shots and threw rocks at vehicles that
failed to stop for the blockade. Additionally, in at least one
incident, men with guns and machetes briefly detained American
citizens travelling through the area.

The U.S. Embassy would like to remind American citizens travelling
in the Dominican Republic within an hour of the Haitian border to
be aware of these reports and to exercise extreme caution in
possibly volatile areas. Citizens should check local news
reports, U.S. Embassy Warden Messages, and travel advisories
before embarking on a trip to the areas near the Dborder with
Haiti. Citizens are also reminded to travel in groups during
daylight hours and use caution at all times. Drivers who encounter
roadblocks are encouraged to stop a significant distance away,
drive in reverse or turn around, and drive to the nearest town to
report the blockade to local authorities. Drivers should do their
best to leave the danger zone and get to safety.

The U.S. Embassy will update this warden message if new
information becomes available. American citizens should stay



current with media coverage of local events and be aware of their
surroundings at all times.

American citizens traveling or residing overseas are encouraged to
register with the appropriate U.S. Embassy or Consulate on the
State Department’s travel registration website at
https://travelregistration.state.gov.

For any emergencies involving American citizens, please contact
the American Citizens Services (ACS) Unit of the U.S. Embassy. The
Consular Section Embassy is located at the corner of Cesar Nicolas
Penson Street and Maximo Gbémez Avenue, Santo Domingo, D.R.;
telephone 809-731-4294; after hours emergency telephone 809-221-
2171; ACS unit fax 809-689-6142; e-mail acssantodom@state.gov; web
page www.usemb.gov.do.



https://travelregistration.state.gov/
mailto:acssantodom@state.gov
http://www.usemb.gov.do/

